
An Exploration of Identity through Art: (Identity In Art) 

 
 Size – A2+  
 Drawing/ mixed media or painting- Photography 
 Other materials 
 portrait - Identity 

Identity is not that of an artist but the person behind(inside) the Artist. The person, ideals, 
dreams, believes, history, family . 

 

“Identity is the way we perceive and express ourselves. Factors and 

conditions that an individual is born with—such as ethnic heritage, sex, 

or one's body—often play a role in defining one's identity. ... Many 

artists use their work to express, explore, and question ideas 

about identity”. 

“We cut ourselves out of cardboard so many times that the 
scissors become blunt., Like DaDa and Surrealism, creativity 
and imagination are fundamental and valued above all else. It’s 
about believing in yourself and your ability with the things that 
you create, and walk free. (River Hunt, 2006)” 

 

 

 Identity and place 

Connections to place can have a profound impact on how we understand ourselves. This 
topic explores how different relationships with the land and environment, including those of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Africans, have shaped cultural, national and personal 
identity. 

o Place, belong, do I feel I belong? 
 

 Cultural and personal identity – do I fit in? How do I fit in? Do I want to fit, What is it I fit 
into? Why should I? 



    

 consider how identity is shaped by a person’s unique characteristics and life experiences. 

o New identity/old identity – I was now I am! 
 

o Gender, self – how important is gender to me- do I want to fit the roles! How do I fit the 
role, 

 
*All Learners : 
 

 Study the following Artists: Frieda Khalo, Bernie Searl, Penny Siopis 
Write one page on each Artist and their use of IDENTITY in Art. 

 Study Chapter 2 and 5 in Art History book to understand identity 

 Write  about one artist with examples that have explored identity 
 

ACTIVITY  

• for a few minutes in writing  answer  the  question “Who am I?”  

explain through words drawings and collage images. For homework, create a 

self-portrait made up of objects, symbols and/or imagery that represent key 

elements of your  identity. create these self-portraits using whatever medium 

they choose, including graphic software on the computer, magazine cut-outs, 

drawing, and so forth. For inspiration, students may look at the following 

self-portraits: see example added 

 
Materials: 
Although this project is mainly a Drawing in terms of technique it can be combined with and 
supported by other items and materials to create – installations, multi-media and new media 
concepts 
 
 

http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/collection/stories/identity/cultural-and-personal-identity/colonisation
http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/collection/stories/identity/cultural-and-personal-identity/gender,-sexuality-and-the-self


Pencil, charcoal, pastel, ink etc.  
Photography-  combination or series of images that  fit together  create and identity story. 
 
Tea, string, cloth, objects, furniture,  old books, watercolour washes, pencil mix, charcoal washes. 
Techniques, colouring, cutting, burning, ironing, stitching, printing etc. 
 
Explore the theme of Identity and document the process with drawings and photography 
from beginning to end. 
 

1. Start the process by taking photographs of yourself  and others 
Interesting people you want to use  to tell about their identity. 
 

2. Place yourself /person in different places, positions, angles, light, dress up, dress down, 
add props  combine, distort, reflections, different surfaces, projections, historical images 
and landscapes, maps, letters,  etc. 

 
3. Find  what you want to say about identity and how do you want to show it. 
• Identify facets of their personal identities.  

• Observe and analyze how race, religion, family and other factors  

influence the identity of a high school student  

Create portraits made up of objects, symbols and/or imagery that represent key elements 

of their identity.  

• Explain what objects they included in their portraits and how they relate to these personal 

identities.  

 

 

 

 



4. Add examples of images and drawings to visual Diary 

5. Write an essay about your Identity and what it means! 

6. Do a collage drawing about own identity. 

PHOTOGRAPHY GUIDELINES: 

 you will explore how factors such as race, religion and family shape a person’s personal identity. 

you will 

then create self-portraits and other portraits  made up of objects, symbols and/or imagery  

that represent various parts of their identities. You will use your planning to create a final art 

work/s or photographic series to depict the idea/concept of identity and how it is formed. 

OBJECTIVES  

Students will:  

• Identify facets of their personal identities.  

• Observe and analyze how race, religion, family and other factors  

influence the identity of a high school student seen in a series of video clips.  

• Create self-portraits made up of objects, symbols and/or imagery that represent key 

elements of their identity.  

• Explain what objects they included in their self-portraits and how they relate to their 

personal identities.  

Self Portrait With Symbolism  or cultural traditions - Photography 

You will be expected to use a picture of yourself, either taken specifically for this project or one from 

your archives.  

If you choose to take a picture of yourself, be sure to use a uniform background (i.e. a wall consisting 

of one colour which is different than the colour of your clothing), this will make it easier to key out the 

background. 

 You will integrate a new background and a series of symbols, which help define you as a person. 

The set of symbols can be represent religion, philosophy, family, friends, culture, nationality, 

ethnicity, mythology, hobbies, interests, and any other things which you find significant in defining 

you as a person. Your background, the picture of yourself and your symbols need to be integrated in a way 

that is pleasing to the eye. Considerations of composition, colour, and all elements and principles of 

design need to be taken into account when constructing your work. 

 
 
 
 
 



   

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


