
PHOTOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT –  EXTREME ANGLES AND DISTORTIONS. 

"Contradictions of perspective... Points of view impossible to achieve in drawing and painting. 
Foreshortenings with a strong distortion of the objects, with a crude handling of matter. 
Moments altogether new, never seen before…" —Alexander Rodchenko 
 

 In the 1920s, photographers flaunted the many techniques that lent the camera its 
unique capacity to capture the modern world. One such technique was particularly 
striking, turning the world on its head, sometimes literally: the extreme angle.  

 Taken upside-down, from the ground up (what Rodchenko, 

 himself a pioneer of experimental photography, called a "worm's eye view"), 
 

 from the sky (aerial views or "bird's eye views"),  
 

 tilted (sometimes called the "Batman angle"), 
 

 or rotated, photographs can enable us to see the world anew 
 
Such techniques have also been employed—both before and after the advent of 
photography—by painters, in particular contemporary artists who use photographic source 
material to show aspects of everyday life from unexpected viewpoints. 
 Jenny Saville, for example, depicts the female figure up-close and from beneath, disorienting 
the viewer,  
while Marilyn Minter zooms in on individual body parts and accessories from a tilted angle, 
producing glamorous, off-kilter images with photorealistic precision. 
 
TOPIC 1: SOURCEBOOK 

● Start by making a comprehensive mind map on - Consider the suggestions above or your own original 
interpretation. 

● Start by making several sketches or take quick photos  of your different ideas. 
● Collect relevant source material. 
● Make thumbnail sketches of different compositional possibilities. 
● It is important to consider the mood/atmosphere you want to portray. Think of things like the contrast 

between open areas and cluttered areas, between dark and light, etc. Think of negative spaces, the use of 
diagonal lines, etc. Decide on the best solution to convey your mood/atmosphere. Add object or element 
that will enhance your idea. 

● Make a tonal drawing of your final composition and annotate your intention. 
● Remember: a good idea must be visually exciting.  

● Start exploring and experiment with different angles and  lines and ideas. 
● Do research on at least two  photographers or artist  that relate to the theme.  

● Other relevant concept development. Make sure that your sourcebook  for this pat work is at least 8 

pages long and include at least 30% drawings. 

 
 
 

https://www.artsy.net/artist/alexander-rodchenko
https://www.artsy.net/artist/jenny-saville
https://www.artsy.net/artist/marilyn-minter


 
 

 

Different Camera Angles 
You have five main camera angles to choose from. Each one will add a different perspective, giving 
your photo the mood or feeling that you want it to have. 

Bird’s Eye View 
The highest camera angle is “bird’s eye view.” This is when you get up above the scene and look 
straight down. This angle is great for looking down and seeing all the details of a scene from above. 



A bird’s eye view is an unusual angle because you’re not normally up high looking down on a scene. 
Any angle that is beyond your usual daily experience will make your photo more interesting to look 
at. 

2 – High Angle 
A “high angle” is not quite as extreme as the bird’s eye view. You just need to be a little bit higher 
than the person or thing that you are photographing. 

Think of a high angle as a very normal view of the world for most adults. This is especially true for 
parents who are always looking down toward their kids. 

Even though you experience this angle or perspective a lot throughout the day, it can still be perfect 
for some of your photos. A high angle is useful for making your subject look smaller or more 
vulnerable and perhaps making the viewer seem more  

3 – Low Angle 
For a low angle, you need to be below eye level. As you get down lower, you make the subject of 
your photo appear a larger. This may add a larger than life feeling to your photos and is great for 
emphasizing toughn s, or making things look scary or epic. 

5 – Bug’s Eye View 
Also known as “worm’s eye view,” this angle is just like it sounds. You get down as low as you can 
and look straight up toward your subject. 

Again, this is a very unusual angle. You rarely experience this point of view, so it will add an 
interesting or creative perspective to your photo. 

Take at least 8 photos and choose the 4 best ones for this project. 

You can use Photoshop filters and effects to enhance the wide angle effects in your images.  

 

 



 

 



  

In your Visual Diary consider and plan using the following Consider the following in conceptualizing  Xtreme 

angles and distortion. 

● Personal associations/own interpretation 
● What angles may suggest or mean –  

   mentally, emotion, hiding, weird , finding, showing, super power, high, low 
   scary, challenge, lost find.  

● Interpretations  and purpose distortion and use of xtreme  perspective – such as in 
comic books and animations. To indicate movement, or power, or emphasize height, or 
depth, or scary idea, or ---------------------------------------  

● Your personal experience ……………….. 
● Types and examples of xtreme angles and perspective…………………… 

 
● Feelings associated with distortion  - egg. It  makes something like a face ugly, weird, 
funny, absurd etc. 
 

●  It makes it interesting , challenging, new perspective different outlook, seeing in 
new way?  Can be anybody , imaginary or fantasy persona can be taken on. 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  THIS INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING: SUGGESTED 

   MARK 

   ALLOCATION 

Choice and use of ● Suitability of material and technique 10 

materials/techniques  according to the concept  

 ● Safe and manageable  

 ● Technical skill  

Use of formal art elements ● The importance of the elements and 10 

  principles of art such as line, shape, colour,  

  texture, space, rhythm, balance, harmony,  

  proportion and composition  

Overall impression of work ● Generation of new, unique and novel 10 

– originality, creativity,  responses/solutions  

innovation    

Interpretation and practical ● A personal interpretation of a theme 10 

implementation of ● Experimenting  

research ● Trying new challenges  

Completion and ● Attention to detail 10 

presentation of artwork ● Task completed in allocated time  

 ●  Presentation according to task  

TOTAL   50 

 



 


